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7 See footnote 1 to § 725.1.
8 See footnote 1 to § 725.1.

she will require the requester to agree
to the conditions set forth in § 725.7(a).
The determining authority will then
orally advise the requester of the de-
termination, and seek a written con-
firmation of the oral request. There-
after, the determining authority will
make a written record of the disposi-
tion of the oral request including the
grant or denial, circumstances requir-
ing the procedure, and conditions to
which the requester agreed.

(3) The emergency procedure should
not be utilized where the requester re-
fuses to agree to the appropriate condi-
tions set forth in § 725.7(a) or indicates
unwillingness to abide by the limits of
the oral grant, partial grant, or denial.

§ 725.8 Considerations in determining
to grant or deny a request.

(a) General considerations. In deciding
whether to authorize release of official
information, or the testimony of DON
personnel concerning official informa-
tion (hereafter referred to as ‘‘the dis-
closure’’ under a request conforming
with the requirements of § 725.7, the de-
termining authority shall consider the
following factors:

(1) The DON policy regarding disclo-
sure in § 725.2;

(2) Whether the request or demand is
unduly burdensome or otherwise inap-
propriate under applicable court rules;

(3) Whether disclosure, including re-
lease in camera (i.e., to the judge or
court alone), is appropriate under pro-
cedural rules governing the case or
matter in which the request or demand
arose;

(4) Whether disclosure would violate
or conflict with a statute, executive
order, regulation, directive, instruc-
tion, or notice;

(5) Whether disclosure, in the absence
of a court order or written consent,
would violate 5 U.S.C. 552, 552a;

(6) Whether disclosure, including re-
lease in camera, is appropriate or nec-
essary under the relevant substantive
law concerning privilege (e.g., attor-
ney-client, attorney work-product, or
physician-patient in the case of civil-
ian personnel);

(7) Whether disclosure, except when
in camera (i.e., before the judge alone)
and necessary to assert a claim of
privilege, would reveal information

properly classified under the DOD In-
formation Security Program under
DOD 5200.1-R7, withholding of unclassi-
fied technical data from public disclo-
sure following OPNAVINST 5510.161;
privileged Naval Aviation Safety Pro-
gram information (OPNAVINST 3750.6Q
(NOTAL))8, or other matters exempt
from unrestricted disclosure under 5
U.S.C. 552, 552a;

(8) Whether disclosure would unduly
interfere with ongoing law enforcement
proceedings, violate constitutional
rights, reveal the identity of an intel-
ligence source or source of confidential
information, conflict with U.S. obliga-
tions under international agreement,
or be otherwise inappropriate under
the circumstances;

(9) Whether attendance of the re-
quested witness at deposition or trial
will unduly interfere with the military
mission of the command; and

(10) Whether, in a criminal case, re-
quiring disclosure by a defendant of de-
tailed information about the relevance
of documents or testimony as a condi-
tion for release would conflict with the
defendant’s constitutional rights.

(b) Specific considerations—(1) Docu-
ments, interviews, depositions, testimony,
and views (where the United States is, or
may become, a party). All requests per-
taining to such matters shall be for-
warded to the Judge Advocate General
or the General Counsel, as appropriate
under § 725.6(c).

(2) Documents (where the United States
is not, and is reasonably not expected to
become a party)—(i) Unclassified Navy
and Marine Corps records. Where parties
or potential parties desire unclassified
naval records in connection with a liti-
gation matter, the subpoena duces
tecum or court order will be served,
under 32 CFR 257.5(c), upon the General
Counsel of the Navy, along with a writ-
ten request complying with § 725.7.

(A) If the determining authority to
whom the matter is referred deter-
mines to comply with the order or sub-
poena, compliance will be effected by
transmitting certified copies of records
to the clerk of the court from which
process issued. If, because of an un-
usual circumstance, an original record
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